Italian Law 40/2004: a view from the 'Wild West'.
The passage of Law 40/2004 in Italy dramatically affected the manner in which assisted reproduction is conducted there. A recent attempt to modify this highly restrictive legislation failed to gain popular support and was defeated in a 2005 referendum. The public's desire to regulate the field of IVF is probably a result of growing concern over the use and misuse of the technology as portrayed in the popular press and media. Practitioners using this technology throughout the world should take note of the impact legislation brings upon the delivery and accessibility of care, and be appreciative of the social sensitivity of the general population regarding the safe guarding of human embryos.